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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited 
with the United States Postal Service "Express Mail Post 
Office to addressee" Service under 37 C.F.R. Sec. 1.10 
addressed to: BOX: NON-FEE AMENDMENT, Assistant 
Commissioner for Patents, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, 
Washington, D.C. 20231, on March 5, 2001. 




INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



BOX: NON-FEE AMENDMENT 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

It is requested that the enclosed reference(s) listed on the attached Information Disclosure 
Citation Form PTO-1449 be considered by the Patent Examiner in connection with the above- 
identified application and be made of record therein. 



I hereby certify that no item of information in the Information Disclosure Statement filed 
herewith was cited in a commimication fi*om a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application or, to my knowledge after making reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual 
designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this Information 
Disclosure Statement. 

Independent consideration and acknowledgment of the enclosed reference(s) are 
respectfiilly requested. 
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No fees are believed to be due in connection with the fiHng of this Information Disclosure 
Statement, since it is being filed before the mailing date of the first Office Action. -Should any 
fees under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.16 to 1.21 be deemed necessary for any reason relating to these 
materials, the Assistant Commissioner is hereby authorized to deduct said fee fi-om Akin, Gump, 
Strauss, Hauer & Feld, L.L.P. Deposit Account No. 01-0660. 



Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer & Feld, L.L.P. 
816 Congress Avenue, Suite 1900 
Austin, Texas 78701 
Tel: (512)499-6200 
Fax: (512)499-6290 



Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: March 5, 2001 




Shayne X. Short, Ph.D. 
Reg. No. 45,105 



AGENT FOR APPLICANT 
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